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The Lincoln Laureates Podcast Celebrates Evelyn Brandt Thomas’ 103rd Birthday
The Centenarian Received the Order of Lincoln When 100!

(Springfield, IL) In Sangamon County, during the summer of 1923, Evelyn Brandt Thomas was born on a family farm without running water or electricity. Some 103 years later, the now Lincoln Laureate Brandt Thomas sits down with award winning broadcast journalist Ann Compton to reflect on her road to becoming one of the most respected businesswomen and philanthropists in the world.


From her humble beginnings, Evelyn and her brother, Glen, started a business in 1953 that would make them global pioneers in fertilizer solutions. While Glen led expansion, Evelyn, with a degree in accounting from Illinois Business College, guarded the finances, which is why at now 103 years old they still call her “The Hawk.” Brandt Incorporated now boasts sales in more than 80 countries.


"My brother and I just wanted to contribute to the community that had supported us,” says Laureate Thomas. “There wasn't enough work on the farm after the war, and he began experimenting with fertilization,” she continued. “People need to eat, and our goal is to make sure we can feed the world."


She’s also spent a good number of her 103 years supporting education. "I don't want to leave money behind. I want to see the benefit,” insists Laureate Brandt Thomas during the podcast conversation. “I believe you give it back and give it now."


Learn more about this fascinating Centenarian in the latest episode of The Lincoln Laureates podcast, promoted across the Lincoln Academy of Illinois’ social channels (Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn,) and through Apple Podcasts, Spotify, and Stitcher, with streaming available through the TuneIn App and via voice command: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-lincoln-laureates/id1553528425]]
About The Lincoln Laureates podcast

Now in its fifth season and having been created as a way for the Lincoln Academy of Illinois to showcase Lincoln Laureates to a global podcast audience, the podcast serves as an audio textbook that deepens the honor the Laureates have brought to Illinois. The Lincoln Laureates podcast is a production of EarSight Studios-Todd Manley-Supervising Producer. Lincoln Academy of Illinois’ Executive Director Leanne Barnhart and Academy Regent Dennis Lyle are the podcast’s Executive Producers, with Lincoln Laureate and award-winning broadcast journalist Bill Kurtis serving as consultant and announcer for the popular podcast series.

About The Lincoln Academy of Illinois

Established in 1964 by (then) Governor Otto Kerner, the Lincoln Academy of Illinois is a statewide organization created to recognize and honor those leaders of today who have contributed to the “Betterment of Humanity.”
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